International Journal of Humanities and Social A International Academy of Science,
-

Sciences (IJHSS)
ISSN (P): 2319-393X; ISSN (E): 2319-3948 Engineering and Technology

Vol. 7, Issue 1, Dec—Jan 2018; 99-106 IASET Connccting Rescarchers; Nurturing Innovations
© IASET

FARMERS' SUICIDE IN KARNATAKA: SOCIO-ECONOMIC FACTORS AND POLICY
IMPLICATIONS

Dr. Keshavamurthy. T.N.
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Government First Grade College, Bagepally, Chickaballapur,

Karnataka, India

ABSTRACT

This sociological study explores the alarming phenomenon of farmers' suicide in Karnataka, a major agricultural state in
India. Despite its agricultural significance, Karnataka has witnessed a high incidence of farmer suicides, driven by a
combination of economic distress, indebtedness, crop failures, and inadequate institutional support. The study analyzes
data from various districts, highlighting the regions most affected and identifying key socio-economic and environmental
factors contributing to the crisis. It examines the role of high debt burdens, erratic climatic conditions, and the
shortcomings of government interventions in exacerbating the vulnerability of farmers. Furthermore, the study sheds light
on the social and psychological impact of continuous financial strain and societal pressures on farmers. The findings
underscore the need for comprehensive policy measures, including improved access to credit, efficient implementation of
crop insurance schemes, mental health support, and the promotion of sustainable agricultural practices, to address the

underlying causes of farmer suicides in Karnataka.
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